IN THE CLAIMS: 



comprising: 



1 . (Currently Amended) An image recording apparatus for an endoscope, 

a connector throH^ H^ vfekh-a-motion image is in putted^ 

a memory in which - an image of the motion image inputted through4h e 

I HI CUIicfll UCU> Uilu , ll , aiiltf, ,r la MOIfcfU' a» a Mill Ullage, 

a display device on which the image is displayed; 

an image signal switching circuit for switching the motion image inp utted 



to the display device; 

an operation section including a freeze button for instructing th ^4ma ge signal 
sw&ehi ftg circuit to switch an freezing a motion image te-be displayed on the display device, 
and a recording button for instructing start of image recording; and 

a recording control circuit [[for,]] including: 

a function which is set to a motion image recording mode for recording the 
motion image when the operat ion s ectio n instructs to s wit ch an the motion image to-be is 
displayed on the display device, and records the motion image onto a recordin g medium when 
image r e cording is instructed using the rec or ding b utton of the operation section; 

a function for switching the setting from the motion, imag e recording mode to a 
still ima ge recording mode for recording a still image when the motion image displayed on 
the display device is frozen using the fre eze button; and 

a function for recording the still image onto the recording medium in the still 
image recording mode when image recording is instructed using the recording button of the 
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operation section in a state wher e the motion image displayed on the display device is frozen 
using the freeze button • 




on the disp lay d e vic e 4 s~s wk -e hed to ' the motion image by th $4m age signal switching circuit, 



display of the motiorfr4?na - ge^ nd 

^ ^ eef^ g ^^e g ^^^^it for, when the operation section instructs image 
re c or d in g, if an image displayed on the display devic e^ switched to the still image by th e 
image signal switch i ng circuit, recor ding- fee still image in the still image recording mode onto 
a prede t ermined recording medium, and if an image displayed on the display device is 
8wfo6hed4 e 4foe^ circuit , r e c o rding t h e- motion 

image in th sHEnetre n image recording mod e onto the p re d 6 t -er min€d -- reeordin^ - me d iu m, 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently Amended) An image recording apparatus for an endoscope 
according to claim 1, wherein the recording control circuit includes an information memory in 
which for storing switching information on the displayed indi - e - afeg - wh e fee ^an image 
displayed on outputted to the display device when the motion im age displayed on the display 
device is frozen using the freeze button, and the control c ircuit judges whether a selected state 
k v k the image signal switching circuit is a the still image or [[a]] the motion image by 
referring to the switch ing, infor mation stored in the information memory i s stored; and the 
recording control circuit autom ati cally det - emines- a r eco r di ng mode of recording processing 
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memory indi eating ^ w h e t h er - a still image or a motion image when the operation section 



according to claim 1 s wherein: the ^e e e^ dmg processing circuit include s farther comprising a 
motion image compressing processing circuit that compresses [[a]] the motion image, and a 
still image compressing processing circuit that compresses [[a]] the still image [[;]],, wherein 
the control circuit performs image recording by and4he-ree#rding^roce s sing circui t 
compr e sses compressing the motion image or the still image according to the displayed image 
displayed on the displayed device a recording mode set by the recording control circuit . 



according to claim 1, further comprising a graphic processor for producing graphic image data 
in response to an instruction from the recording control circuit, wherein , when the motion 
image displa y ed on the display device is frozen using the freeze button, an [[the]] image 
signal of the still i mage dis played on the display device is superimposed to switchin ^ei^Bit 
outputs graphic image data generated in the graphic processor and outputted to the display 
device, 

10-13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) An image recording apparatus for an endoscope 
according to claim 1, further comprising a voice recording processing circuit that records a 
voice signal 




5, (Currently Amended) An image recording apparatus for an endoscope 



6-8. (Cancelled) 



9. (Currently Amended) An image recording apparatus for an endoscop e 
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15. (Currently Amended) An image recording apparatus for an endoscope 
according to claim 1, wherein the remaining storage capacity of the recording medium, which 
is available for storage of information, is detected to be indicated. 

16-20, (Canceled) 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) An image recording method for an endoscope, of te 
be implemented m an image recording apparatus which is set to a m o tion image recording 
mode for recording a motion i mage when the motion image is displayed on a display device, 
and which records the motio n image onto a recording medium in the motion image recoding 
mode when image recording is instructed using a recording button of an operation section 
including a freeze button for freezing the motion image dis played on the display device and 
the recording button for instructing start of image recording ha¥i - ng - the - abi iit y4e - s et eet " en^ e f 



output the selected 4m age to a d 4sp ky device, the image recording method comprising: 

a step for fr eezing the motion image using the freeze button of the operation 

section and outputting the frozen images; 

a step for switching the setting from the motion image recording mod e to a still 

imag e recording mode for recording a still image when the motion image displayed on the 

display device is frozen using the freeze button: and 

a step for recording the sti ll, image onto the recording medium when image 

recording is instructed using the recording button of the operation section in a state where the 

motion im age displayed on the display device is frozen using the freeze button. 
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a displayed imag e ju dgi ng step - for judging wh et her an image selected by the 
imag e -s el ecting circuit and display e d on the display d e vice is the still image or the motion 
imaget 

fr ... r ^{>r4^g^ image j B d gir n g- st q p ^j- ud -ges 

that the image displayed on the displayed device is th e st &Hm age, setting the image recording 




interlockingly with the display of the motion image; and 

a recording processing step of recording an image displayed on the display 



gett ing step, 

22, (Canceled) 

23. (Currently Amended) An image recording method for an endoscope 
according to claim 21, further comprising a still image updating step of, when [[the]] a 
displayed image on the display device is judged to have been switched to [[be]] the motion 
image ak4he-disp kiyed image judging step , updating the still image, and [[a]] the still image 
recording step of setting [[the]] an image recording mode to [[a]] the still image recording 
mode for recording the still image updated. 

24-34, (Canceled) 
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